New England Chapter, CGA Parents Association News, Summer 2008
Contributed by Barbara McGovern, Alanna ’08, Weymouth, MA
Hail & Farewell

The New England Chapter’s annual Hail and Farewell Luncheon, held on May 4th at Alumni Hall, enjoyed a great turnout.  This event honored our chapter’s 14 graduating cadets and welcomed many of the New England and Connecticut cadets of the Class of 2012.  Great food, a lively presentation by cadets and engaging questions by incoming swabs and parents made this a solidly successful event.  We thank all the families who attended, especially the many volunteers who decorated the room and served the meal.  A hearty thanks to Terry Gustus ’09 and her Hail & Farewell event team for coordinating the luncheon.  Much appreciation goes to Joan Schofield, who brought her creative touch by making festive name badges for the Moms and Dads.  We also thank Sue Fage, Alumni Association for her patient guidance in the use of the Alumni Center.
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2008 Cadets and 2012 Swabs at Hail & Farewell lunch May 4.
Graduation Congratulations

For all families and friends of our new Ensigns, many thanks for purchasing 2008 key chains and MANY CONGRATULATIONS!  The commencement was spectacular!  By now most of our Ensigns are enjoying their new billets.  Our best wishes for exciting assignments, many new adventures, and setting up that perfect first apartment!  

Reporting-In Day June 30th

The annual R-Day picnic on June 30th, coordinated by Co-President Julie Jefferson, members Tim Van Cleef ’07 and ’10, and Fred & Nancy Haddad, ’07 was another success at welcoming Swab families to the Academy.  How is it possible that a year has passed so quickly?  The R-Day picnic and the Parents Day box lunch are core fundraisers hosted by our chapter, allowing us to make significant contributions to the Corp of Cadets through the Parents Association.  Thank you to all who volunteered, bought tickets and offered advice and support to our new Academy families!
Picnic Meeting & Chapter Elections July 20, 2008

The New England Chapter held a July 20th Chapter picnic meeting at the Hull Lifesaving Museum near Nantasket Beach in Massachusetts.  This historic venue is where it all began for the United States Coast Guard.  Volunteers from the Hull community founded the US Rescue Service to lend aid to shipwrecks in the coastal waters and islands of Boston Harbor.  We were treated to tours of the nearby Point Allerton Coast Guard Station and our host museum.  A pot-luck picnic was grilled up prior to our annual meeting.  We welcomed many new members from the Class of 2012 and began planning for our Parents Weekend Box Lunch.  We elected our 2008-2009 officers and expressed our thanks to exiting Treasurer Jean Wojcik‘09 and President Barbara McGovern ’08.  Julie Jefferson ‘10 now solos as President for 2008-2009.  Jeannette and Greg Watka ‘11 continue to serve as Co-Vice Presidents.  Brenda Beal ‘11 fully takes over the Treasurer duties from Jean Wojcik ‘09.  Terry Gustus ‘09 and new member Chris Carroll ’12 will share duties as Co-Secretaries.  We hope to appoint a new fundraising committee, as well as a Member Outreach Coordinator at our next meeting during Parents Weekend. 

While a mild summer shower broke the scorching heat, it also interrupted our meeting.  Being hardy New Englanders, we quickly packed up and continued the meeting under cover on the museum porch (picture attached).  Thankfully, the severe thunderstorms waited until we fully wrapped up our day.  Thank you to the Hull Lifesaving Museum staff for their gracious consideration.  We hope to return soon.
[image: image2.jpg](I HH\

l





New England Chapter members take cover during their annual picnic meeting at the Hull Lifesaving Museum, Massachusetts.  (Photo contributed by Brenda and Bob Beal)
Chapter officers are very excited about our growing membership and look forward to vibrant participation in the upcoming year.  We are honored to host two lunch events during key Academy weekends.  We could not do it without our volunteers!  We also receive tremendous support from the Parents Association, the Coast Guard Academy staff, Aramark (food services), and our cadet families.  While R-Day and Parents Weekend lunches are major logistical undertakings that test our stamina during the planning stages, the emotional and financial returns keep us inspired.  In addition to the financial contributions we raise for the Corp of Cadets, the personal connections and service we can extend to the full Academy community rewards every volunteer from our chapter.  Thank you!
Please contact the New England Chapter at cga_newengland@yahoo.com for more information about upcoming events and cadet morale boosters.  We will again offer October treat bags for sale, which we will distribute to cadets in October.  The magazine fundraiser continues to bring in revenue with which our chapter can financially support the Corp of Cadets.  We hope to fulfill a request we received from the cadets for a game table thanks to “profit” earned this past year.  Be sure to renew through the New England Chapter, rather than directly with the magazines.  Plans are underway for another tasty December Cookie Exchange with the Connecticut Chapter.  For details on our plans, keep checking our website at http://www.uscgaparents.org/chapter/NewEngland/index.html or send us an email at cga_newengland@yahoo.com. 
Class of 2009 Key chains
The New England Chapter will again offer key chains, as gifts to the Class of 2009 and for families and friends to purchase.  More information will be provided at Parents Weekend.
QSP Magazine Drive

Please remember to order or renew magazines through our QSP magazine fundraiser.  Visit www.QSP.com and log in: ID #425900186, click “Register Now,” then click “Shop Now, View All Categories.”  Information is available on both the Parents’ and the NE Chapter websites.  Take advantage of this money-saving offer which benefits the entire Corps of Cadets.  
We Need You!

As always, we welcome new volunteers and members!  If you are from Massachusetts, Maine, Rhode Island, Vermont or New Hampshire, join us!  Our chapter enthusiastically provides information, support and social activities for the New England cadets and their families, but we strive to enhance the lives of all our Academy families.  Membership forms are available on our website: 

http://www.uscgaparents.org/chapter/NewEngland/index.html
We hope you enjoy safe harbors, cool breezes and fun with friends and family all summer!
