CGAPA-NE Newsletter July 2009

The New England Chapter has had a very busy 2009 to date!  After successful fundraising from R-Day 2008 and Parents Weekend Halloween Treat Bag sales, along with a grant from the Verizon Foundation and a generous parent donation, the Chapter was delighted to donate $2000 each to both the General Fund and the Project 44s for Luders. Many thanks also to all of the parents who give their cadets magazines and renew their own subscriptions! The QSP magazine drive continues to raise funds for ‘beefing up” the cadets’ rec room. We are waiting to hear specifically what they would like for that room.  In May we held our annual Hail and Farewell for 22 firsties and 14 of the 22 new swabs and their families from our five state area. Kudos to Chapter Secretary Elaine Buckley for organizing the well-attended event!
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We welcome the enthusiasm of the 2013 parents and are happy to note that we have 14 new member families!  Our focus on R-Day was to provide a fun family picnic and a warm and welcoming environment to all while their swabs were off getting “indoc’d!” Many thanks to Tim VanCleef and his incredible team for organizing the cookout for over 700 attendees! 
On July 8, the USCG Barque Eagle came to Boston with the Tall Ships Festival. The Chapter was there to welcome the cadets and crew with “Welcome to Boston” goody bags and provided information on discounts to local activities including Red Sox games. Thanks to Vice-Presidents Laurie and Bruce Patrick for coordinating the goody bags, Brenda (Treasurer) and Bob Beal for negotiating with the National Park Service for prime dockside location, and Chapter Secretary Elaine Buckley for having coffee and donuts available for the chilly weather! Appreciation to the Sikoras from the Capt Paul Foye Chapter for all of their help!
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On July 18th, the Chapter held its summer family picnic and meeting at the Hull Lifesaving Museum, with tours of Pt Allerton Station to see our cadets in action! Many thanks to Co-Presidents Greg and Jeannette Watka for bringing the grill and to Greg for his great cooking! The weather was perfect and our member families had a great time.

Be sure to check out the Chapter event photos on the Parents Website. 

Our wish is for all to have a great summer and we look forward to seeing everyone at Parents’ Weekend in September. Our next big event, along with the Capt Paul Foye Chapter, is the hosting of the annual All Military Academy Holly Ball on Dec 26th in Boston. Stay tuned for more information!

Submitted by Jeannette and Greg Watka

Co-Presidents CGAPA-NE

