New England Chapter, CGA Parents Association News, June 2008
Hail & Farwell

The New England Chapter’s annual Hail and Farewell Luncheon, held on May 4th at Alumni Hall, enjoyed a great turnout.  This event honored our chapter’s 14 graduating cadets and welcomed many of the New England and Connecticut cadets of the Class of 2012.  Great food, a lively presentation by cadets and engaging questions by incoming swabs and parents made this a solidly successful event.  We thank all the families who attended, especially the many volunteers who decorated the room and served the meal.  A hearty thanks to Terry Gustus and her Hail & Farewell event team for coordinating the luncheon.  Much appreciation goes to Joan Schofield, who brought her creative touch by making festive name badges for the Moms and Dads.  We also thank Sue Fage, Alumni Association for her patient guidance in the use of the Alumni Center.
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2008 Cadets and 2012 Swabs at Hail & Farewell lunch May 4.
Graduation Congratulations

For all families and friends of our new Ensigns, many thanks for purchasing 2008 keychains and MANY CONGRATULATIONS!  The commencement was spectacular!  By now most of our Ensigns are winding down their vacations and heading for their new billets.  Our best wishes for exciting assignments, many new adventures, and finding that perfect apartment!  

	An Old Irish Blessing

	May love and laughter light your days,
and warm your heart and home.
May good and faithful friends be yours,
wherever you may roam.
May peace and plenty bless your world
with joy that long endures.
May all life's passing seasons
bring the best to you and yours!


Reporting-In Day June 30th

We are now gearing up for the annual Reporting-In (RI) Day picnic on June 30th, coordinated by members Tim Van Cleef ’07 and ’10, and Fred & Nancy Haddad, ‘07.  How is it possible that a year has passed so quickly?  Be sure not to miss this fun event.  RI-Day picnic and the Parents Day box lunch are the core fundraisers by our chapter.  If you’d like to join the fun on June 30th by helping at the lunch or at the chapter table, send an email to us at cga_newengland@yahoo.com.  

Picnic Meeting & Chapter Elections July 20, 2008

Plans are underway for a July 20th Chapter picnic meeting, to be held at the Hull ( MA) Lifesaving Museum ( birth of the US Rescue Service ) with tours of the Allerton CG Station.  More details to follow.  Planning for Parents Weekend and the Holly Ball, as well as coordinating October treat bags and other fundraising ideas will get underway -- with your help -- at this meeting.
Chapter elections for 2008/2009 will also be held at the July 20th picnic meeting.  If you are interested in serving as an officer or want to nominate a candidate, please contact Julie Jefferson or Barbara McGovern at cga_newengland@yahoo.com.  

Current Chapter Officers 2007/2008: 

Barbara McGovern (’08) and Julie Jefferson ('10) – co-Presidents. 
Jeannette and Greg Watka ('11) - co-Vice Presidents. 

Terry Gustus (’09) - Secretary

Jean Wojcik (‘09) and Brenda Beal (’11) - co-Treasurers.
Barbara will be completing her term at this meeting.  The co-officer model has been successful this past year in building a highly-collaborative team.  We’ve tried to equally share the work and the fun.  Conference calls (thanks to Brenda and Bob Beal) have been integral to keeping us organized!  Please consider serving in an officer role.  If you rather not serve this way, please attend the meetings, as fresh ideas and new solutions from members go a long way to ensuring a vibrant New England Chapter. 
Class of 2009 Keychains

Discussions are underway to order Class of 2009 keychains.  If you’d like to help coordinate this effort, please contact Terry Gustus through our chapter email (one more time: cga_newengland@yahoo.com).

QSP Magazine Drive

Please remember to order or renew magazines through our QSP magazine fundraiser.  Visit www.QSP.com and log in: ID #425900186, click “Register Now,” then click “Shop Now, View All Categories.”  Information is available on both the Parents’ and the NE Chapter websites.  Take advantage of this money-saving offer which benefits the entire Corps of Cadets.  
We Need You!

As always, we welcome new volunteers and members!  If you are from Massachusetts, Maine, Rhode Island, Vermont or New Hampshire, join us!  Our chapter enthusiastically provides information, support and social activities for the New England cadets and their families, but we strive to enhance the lives of all our Academy families.  Membership forms are available on our website: 

http://www.uscgaparents.org/chapter/NewEngland/index.html
Hope you’ll attend the Reporting-In Day on June 30th as well as the Picnic on July 20th!
Warmly, 

Julie Jefferson

Barbara McGovern

Co-Presidents, NE Chapter
